S ELECTING A D ONOR- A DVISED F UND P ROVIDER:
A RE Y OU A SKING T HE R IGHT Q UESTIONS?

If you’re considering establishing a donor-advised fund – or moving an existing
one – selecting the “sponsoring organization” that will administer your fund can
be confusing.  You have options, and knowing which questions to ask is the first
important step in making an informed decision that is right for you.

QUESTIONS WORTH ASKING
1.

How many generations of successor
advisors can be named? Can I pass this
fund down to future generations
indefinitely?

2.

Are there circumstances in which the
funds will roll into a general fund,
effectively ending our family’s right
to direct those funds?

3.

Are there circumstances in which my
wishes regarding grants to be made from
my fund will not be respected?

4.

Will the sponsoring organization accept
alternative assets, such as real estate,
privately held stock or private equity
shares? If so, will it hold those assets
indefinitely, until I advise that they be
liquidated?

5.

If I want to form an advisory Board, hold
meetings and involve my children in the
fund’s charitable giving activities, will the
organization provide customized supportive
services for that?

6.

Are the fees quoted all-inclusive and
transparent? Or are investment
management and/or philanthropic
support services subject to additional fees?

7.

How many Donor Advised Funds does
each administrator manage? Will I be one
among hundreds of clients or will I be one
of a few to whom they can provide focused
and personalized service?

8.

If I have a foundation as well as a Donor
Advised Fund, can the organization help
me manage both vehicles in a coordinated
fashion so that my grantmaking is
integrated?

Lo c at ions
Whittier Trust Company
Southern California

1600 Huntington Drive
South Pasadena, CA 91030
626.441.5111

Northern California

505 Montgomery Street
Suite 620
San Francisco, CA 94111
415.283.1850

Whittier Trust Company of Nevada, Inc.
Nevada

100 W. Liberty Street
Suite 890
Reno, NV 89501
775.686.5400

Washington

520 Pike Street
Suite 1415
Seattle, WA 98101
206.332.0836

www.whittiertrust.com

